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Windows Movie Maker 2  
 
Movie Maker 2 is free software that comes with Windows Service Pack 2; so if you have Windows you 
should have it installed already on your computer and is very easy to use. It is a popular program for creating 
movies because it is free and it is fairly easy to use. The great feature of this program is you can import 
videos, pictures, audio and music into the same movie project and edit how each is used to create a great 
video (definitely impresses family and friends). Lots of people use this software for editing their home movies, 
creating digital stories and creating video podcasts. 
 
Read on to learn how to use it to create movies. 
 
Movie Maker Workspace 

1. Go to Start > Programs > Movie Maker. If it is not on your computer or you have Movie Maker 1 you 
will need to download; go to Google and put in Windows Movie Maker 2.  

 
The window has several regions (panes). 

 

# 
 

With Movie Maker you can: capture video device; import video; import picture; and import audio or music. 
You can use a combination of videos captured from video devices, still pictures and audio interviews to 
create movies but today we are just going to use movies from our little cameras which are now on a stick. 
First of all, let’s watch Bill Gates’ movie at  
 
http://www.microsoft.com/windowsxp/using/moviemaker/create/HomeMovies.asx  
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Okay, let’s do it 
 
First of all, click on “Import video” in the “Capture 
video”section,  

 

browse and choose the video you want to work on.  
 
Only video files will be shown in the browser so you 
don’t have to worry about importing the wrong sort of 
file.  
 
The video will appear in the Collections Pane – Movie 
Maker will automatically break it up in to sections. 

 
There are two options at the bottom of the screen : 
Timeline or Storyboard. It is easier to use the 
Storyboard setting in the first part of the editing process.  
 
The StoryBoard looks like this.  

 

If you don’t have the Storyboard visible, then click on 
“Show StoryBoard”. 
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Now drag your collection of clips onto the Storyboard in 
the order you want. 

 

You can play and view the video on the right. 

 

But first of all Save the project so you don’t lose your 
work. 
 
(File > Save Project…) 
 
Just like Photostory3, Moviemaker saves the working 
document in a project file of a type called “.MSWMM”.  
 
Any guesses what that stands for? 

Don’t forget to change the name! 
 
Default saving location is in My Videos. 
 
(C:/My Documents/MyVideos/) 

 
Trimming 
(If you want to cut out the beginning or end of one of 
your little clips.)  
 
There are several ways of trimming out the bits you 
don’t want. This is the way that might be the easiest. 
 
Change the bottom pane to “Timeline mode” by clicking 
on “Show Timeline”.  
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Now it gets complicated. 
 
Drag the little blue line to where you want the cut (or 
trim) to start 

 

Drag it by the little blue box at the top and NOT by the 
line itself. 
 
You can look in the Player Pane to see where the video 
is up to. 

 

In the player pane, there are some buttons underneath 
the “screen”.  
 
By clicking on Buttons #4 and #5, you can rewind / 
advance the movie to the exact spot you want to cut 
from. 
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When it’s there, go to the pull-down menu,  
 
Clip>Set Start Trim Point  
 
and this’ll cut out the bit BEFORE the line. 

 

If you want to cut out the end, then drag the little blue 
box and move the blue line to where you want to end 
the clip and … 

 

go to  
 
Clip > Set End Trim Point 
 
and this’ll cut out the bit AFTER the line. 
 
If you make a mistake, just Ctrl+Z to undo,. 
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**(Another way to so this, though less accurate, is to 
drag the little handles at the ends of the clip.)  

# 
Now the problem comes when we want to cut out a bit 
in the MIDDLE of a clip. To do this, we cut a clip in two 
– at the place where we want to trim – and then repeat 
the process.  
 
So once again move the blue line to the place where 
the cut should be and snip. To snip, go to  
 
Clip > Split 
OR Ctrl+L 
OR Click on the “Split” button below the player pane. (it 
looks like a bird’s eye view of two cars driving down the 
road )  
 
and the clip is now two and you can trim above. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saving the video. 
Once again, like Photostory3, to allow others to view the 
video we need to convert the project file to a video file. 
So first of all, re-save the project file (File > Save 
Project  
OR Ctrl+S) and then go to 
 
File > Save Movie File 
 
and you will see that this is now very similar to 
Photostory3. 
It will be saved as a .wmv file.    
You can look at the instructions on the Web from Microsoft.  
They are slightly different  
http://www.microsoft.com/windowsxp/using/moviemaker/create/savetopc.mspx 
Good editing! 
 
 
(# I borrowed these screenshots from SueWater.) 


