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Learnscope – Itube, YouTube 
 
Session 6 
 
Shooting a video with a still camera. 
 
There are several factors that will influence the length of a movie you can shoot. 
 
Resolution 
The term resolution refers to the ability of an imaging 
system to capture fine details. The higher the resolution, 
the sharper the images. Basically it is the number of dots  
(or pixels) there are in a picture. Movie resolution is 
usually much lower than for stills so details and 
enlargements are not possible. Usually, but not always, 
a still camera takes videos of this size: 

·  640x 480 
·  320x 240 

By making the resolution smaller we can increase the 
length of the video but it becomes less clear and fuzzier. 
 
Frame rate 

In the days of chemical film, this referred to how many frames (or individual 
pictures) passed the light source. If I recall correctly, the standard was 24 fps. If 
you watch old films they are often jerky because they have a slow frame 
speed. Digital cameras also use this term to indicate how many times a second 
the image is refreshed. Usually, but not always, a still camera takes two 
speeds of video : 

·  30fps 
·  15fps. 

If you want length then go for 15fps but the quality will suffer and it may appear 
jerky. However, because the quality in YouTube anyway seems reduced there 
does not appear to be much difference. 
 
Processor and card . 
An older camera has a slower processor and may only allow you to film a short 
sequence before it has to “buffer” and process the data before it starts to take 
in new data. 
  
The size of your card will also affect the length of your video – the bigger the 
better. The “maximum recording capacity” of your camera will depend on both 
of these factors. 
 

Your camera 
 I use a Canon. Your symbols may be different, but you should all have these features 
somewhere on your camera. 
 
If in doubt, use the default settings on your camera (although not all functions will work). We 
are only going to cover the most basic of functions. 
 
Take / Play setting  – you should all know where this button is – “Play” 
allows you to view and delete the photos and videos you have taken.   
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Zoom  
Don’t be afraid to get too close. Many a shot is surrounded by blank, extraneous or useless 
space. 
 

If you are taking a person, just get the 
head and shoulders in. You don’t 
physically have to get within a metre of 
the subject if you use the Zoom button. 
These two images were taken from the 
same spot. 
 

As were these: 

 
Focussing  
Make sure that the subject is placed at the centre of the frame as the camera usually only 
focuses whatever is at its centre. So do not place the subject off centre as other objects in 
the background may unintentionally get focused. 
When using an automatic focussing camera, shoot a subject or a building on the same side 
of the road. If your have to shoot from the other side, make sure that the road is clear of 
traffic . This is because the automatic focusing function of the camera with constantly be 
trying to focus on the object in the centre of the frame, and in this case the vehicles that are 
passing in front of the camera.  
 
Clean camera lens  
Make sure that the lens is clean and is unobstructed by dirt. Do 
not proceed with the shoot with a dirty lens as you will have 
problem getting the subject into focus.  
 
Lighting  – don’t forget  you can’t use the flash so make sure 
there is plenty of light behind you. Watch out for your shadow! 
 
Point of View 
If you are shooting a how to video, try and film it from the “doer’s” point of view (over his/her 
shoulder if necessary) and not face on.  
 

Sound 
The microphone on a still camera is very sensitive and as it is not really 
directionable will pick up allsorts of extraneous sound, especially wind 
and voices in the background. Make sure your subject is close and 
speaking clearly. 
 
Not all cameras have the possibility of recording sound. Don’t worry, you 
can add it later or sub-title it!  

 
Tripod 
If you have a tripod use it as the quality will improve significantly, You can also film yourself. 
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One final tip for shooting 
Aesthetics is a personal thing but there is one universal rule that should improve the quality 
of your compositions and this is known as the 
Rule of thirds  
Look at these photos. Note how the key points of interest lie on imaginary lines that divide 
the photo in thirds. The pictures look more balanced. This is not always easy to do when you 
take the photo but can be adjusted when you crop it.  
But don’t get too obsessed with this rule - rules can be broken once you’ve mastered them. 

 
 
Trial video 
It’ll be dark, so let’s not go outside. I want you to shoot a trial video just with someone 
speaking. Greetings, instructions, pronunciation, questions without answers, what you like . 
 
Semi-script the video first:  

Teaching point  

Theme  

Talking points  

  

  

  

  

  

 
Now go off in pairs or threes and shoot a short dialogue 
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Planning your real video 
We have had a look at several ESL videos on YouTube – pronunciation, dialogues, how-to, 
What kind of video do you want to make? 
 
Three ideas here: 
 
1  

 
2  

 
3  

 
 
No ideas? 
 
Have a think based on these LOs – maybe an assessment task 
 

1A2 Can respond to spoken instructions in the context of learning 

1B2 Can provide personal information using spoken language 

1F1 Can demonstrate understanding of a spoken information text 

2A1 Can demonstrate understanding of a spoken information text 

2D1 Can respond to spoken instructions 

3A1 Can demonstrate understanding of a spoken information text 

3D1 Can demonstrate understanding of spoken instructions 

3E1 Can demonstrate understanding of a complex/problematic spoken exchange 

3F1 Can demonstrate understanding of a personal viewpoint in a spoken text 

3G1 Can demonstrate understanding of an oral presentation 

3H1 Can demonstrate understanding of a media interview 

 
If you think this is too unappealing, any other idea is valid. 
 
 
 



������������	
��
���������	��

��������������
����� 

 ���

Uploading  
1 Put one end of 
your cable into 
your camera and 
the other into the 
USB slot on the 
computer. 
The slot may be 

round the back and every camera is different 
so you may have to fiddle with the buttons.  

2 Click on “Microsoft 
Scanner and Camera 
Wizard” and then 
“OK”.  
(if you have installed 
camera software on 
your computer, then 
you may not get this). 

3 This little window 
should come up. 

4 Click “Next” 

5 Select the 
pictures or 
movies  you 
want to copy.  
To begin with 
they are all 
ticked. You 
can go 
through 
unticking the 
ones you 

don’t want. 
Click “Next”. 

6 Chose the name 
that you want your 
photos or movies to 
be called. In this 
example they will be 
called “Thailand 001”, 
“Thailand 002” etc. 
Also choose where you want the photos to 
be stored.  Default is My Pictures in “My 
Documents” and click “Next”. 
 

7 If you want to 
change the default 
folder, click on 
“Browse”… and this 
window will appear. 
Click on the folder 
where you want the 
photos. 
Click “OK” then 
“Next”. 

8 While the 
pictures and 
videos are 
being 
uploaded, you 
will see this 
window. You 
can cancel the 
process at any 
time. 

9 Click “Next” 
and your photos 
and videos are in 
the computer.  
 

10 Unplug the USB. 
 
You should click on the green 
“Safe to remove hardware” icon on 
the task bar bottom right first. 

11 If you have Windows 98 at home, the process is much more difficult, so come into school 
and do it. 
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Downloading from Computer to Stick so you can take it home 
(this was written for still photos, but is relevant  for all sorts of file). 
 
Your movie file may show the “MediaPlayer” icon, or not. It may have one of the following 
extensions: 

·  *.avi 
·  *.mov 
·  *.mpg 
·  *.mpeg 

 
If you put your images on a stick, it frees up the space on your card in camera and you can 
take the stick into a shop to print the photos out. Be warned however, that sticks, like cards, 
should not be used for long-time storage. Always keep your photos on a computer or a CD. 
 

 
Stick your stick in a USB port. You may have to 
wait until XP finds the software you need for this 
stick. When you see this box, click on “Open 
folder to view files” 

 
A window like this should come up. Leave it 
where it is for the time being and… 

Open Windows Explorer (Start > Windows 
Explorer). It usually opens in “My Documents”; if 
you have put your files in “My Pictures”  then 
double click on the folder and you see the files. 
If they are elsewhere then move through the 
folders till you find them.  

  
This is how Windows Explorer shows images 
but in order to copy or move them somewhere 
else, it is better to view them under “Details”. 
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Go to the pulldown menu 
“View” and select 
“Details”. 
 
 You will then get a list of 
images, as on the right. If 
you prefer to see the 
images the other way, 
then go to “View again 
and select “Thumbnails”. 

 
Now select the 
images you 
wish to move 
by clicking on 
them. They will 
go blue. If you 
want to select 
more than one, 
hold Shift 
down and click 
multiple 
images. 

After selecting, you can copy the files over to 
your stick.  
As usual, there are many ways to do this: 
My preferred way is to right click on the blue 
selected files, left click  “Copy”. Find the stick 
window (usually E:\) , right click and left click 
“Paste”. 
Another way, if you can see both the windows, 
is just to drag and drop them over.  
 

 
 
Close all your windows before taking out your 
stick or the computer might hang. 
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Planning your real video 
 
We have had a look at several ESL videos on YouTube – pronunciation, dialogues, how-to, 
What kind of video do you want to make? 
 
Three ideas here: 
 
1  

 
2  

 
3  

 
 
No ideas? 
 
Have a think based on these LOs – maybe an assessment task 
 

1A2 Can respond to spoken instructions in the context of learning 

1B2 Can provide personal information using spoken language 

1F1 Can demonstrate understanding of a spoken information text 

2A1 Can demonstrate understanding of a spoken information text 

2D1 Can respond to spoken instructions 

3A1 Can demonstrate understanding of a spoken information text 

3D1 Can demonstrate understanding of spoken instructions 

3E1 Can demonstrate understanding of a complex/problematic spoken exchange 

3F1 Can demonstrate understanding of a personal viewpoint in a spoken text 

3G1 Can demonstrate understanding of an oral presentation 

3H1 Can demonstrate understanding of a media interview 

 
If you think this is too unappealing, any other idea is valid. 
 
 
Next time 
 
 
Next session we will be looking at editing a video to get rid of the bits we don’t want and 

rearranging the order. 
 
 


