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Learnscope 2007 

Session 3 – pre-reading 
Digital stories 

What is a digital story, you may well ask. 5 years ago I would have had to spend 3 minutes typing 
out an explanation but today I can spend 3 secs copying in an answer from the Google. Here it is: 

“Digital Stories are short personal nonfiction narratives that can be composed on nonprofessional 
or personal computers. They are told from the point-of-view of the maker and the subject is 
generally about something the maker experienced personally. Digital Stories usually range from 2-
5 minutes in length and can include original music, art, photographs, narration and video clips. 
They are also typically related by one person with little technical training, rather than by a team of 
professionals.” 
Source: http://www.ymdi.org/about/archives/what_is_a_digital_story.php  

Did that help? Let’s try this one: 

“Digital storytelling is the combining of the ancient art of oral storytelling and the modern 
multimedia tools to deliver tales using images, sound, music, and voice. It brings out the artist, the 
storyteller, the techie, and the writer in your students”.  
Source: http://www.lubbockisd.org/sfirenza/storytelling/  

Does that help you? Basically, we stick still photos together in a narrative and can back it with 
sound and subtitle and dreamy background music– very useful for ESL and literacy classes. 

Maybe it’s just better to look so I have put a couple on the web to view.  

If you have been following the blog regularly you would have already seen some of these from the 
BBC: 

1 http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/in_depth/629/629/6748859.stm  

2 http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/6310685.stm  

3 http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/in_depth/629/629/6749341.stm  

But obviously the Beeb has more money and time so we have to go for something a bit less 
ambitious. These are bordering on the professional and contradict the first definition. For more 
amateur efforts, look here: 

4 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y2Y5rH-4idk  

5 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qiUDPo0gbMQ  

6 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RnGfWyCtVYk 

 

For Session 3, you will need: 

·  some digital photos around a theme – they 
can be any resolution and if you haven’t got 
any suitable, go and get some off the 
Internet. (See Appendix A). 

·  your headset ( with microphone) 

·  If you want to add a particular piece of music or sound effect, then bring that along too in 
wmv, wav or mp3 format. (See Appendix B). 

·  Most importantly, an idea of what you sort of digital story you are going to make: a 
slideshow, a narrative, a personal profile, a reading exercise, a listening exercise, a 
pronunciation exercise.  
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Appendix A 
 
Searching for images on 
the Web  
 
 

If you want to find images, go to 
your iGoogle homepage and click 
on Images. 
 
Type in your search keywords 
and you’ll see a grid of pix. You 
can see the quality of the image 
by looking under the thumbnail 
and noting how many bytes it is 
(in k) The bigger the better. 
 
Click on the thumbnail of the pic 
you want and then on See full-
size image. 
  

 
You should copy the image that appears 
and NOT the original thumbnail as this is 
too small to be of any use. 
 

·  Right click on the image  
 
·  Left click on “Save Picture As…” 

and then save it somewhere you 
can find it again (eg on your stick 
or in “My Pictures”.) 

 
 
 
[Alternatively, if you want to put the picture  straight into a Word document you can left 
click on "Copy" and then open the Word document you are working on (if it is not already 
open) and Paste it in.] 

 
NB: Internet pictures are usually LOW resolution (<100 dpi) and are no good for 
enlargements. 
 
NBB: Copyright may be an issue and the picture may need re-formatting.  
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Appendix B 
What kind of file is it? 
It always annoys me that a lot of computers are set up so that you don’t know what kind of 
file a file is.  
Is it a jpg, a tif, a gif, a doc, a pdf, a wav or a mp3?  
 
Sometimes it is useful to know this (you don’t have to know what it means) so here is how 
you can set your computer up so that it displays the type of file (if it does not already do 
so). 

Find Windows Explorer ( not 
Internet Explorer) on your 
computer.  
You can right click on the 
Start menu and then left click 
“Explore”, 
Or you can left click Start and 
then “My Documents” or “My 
Computer”. 
and you should see 
something like this; now if 
your Window looks something 
like this, click on “View” 

 

Then on “Details” 
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You will now see a list of the 
files and in the third column 
you can read what kind of file 
it is. 

 

Now to make every folder look like this 
when you open Windows Explorer,  
click on Tools. 

 

Click on “Folder Options” 

 

Click on “View” 
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Then click “Apply to all folders” 

 

Then “Yes” when you see the message. 
 

Then OK 

 
 
 
So that’s all…. 
 
at the very least come  to the next session with some digital photos. 


