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Session 2 

 

Review 

1. Go to the “only address you have to remember”1 and comment on the latest blog 
entry. 

2. Open GoogleTalk and have a chat with someone. 

3. Open the “Elluminate classroom” 

I’m going to try and conduct the session through the “Room”, because next week it really will 
be through the Room for those people who can’t come in today. I don’t know how it’ll work 
especially with these videos, but we’ll try…. 

************************************************************************************************ 

First of all we’re going to set up an iGoogle page…  

What for? watch the screen…. 

Go to www.google.com or 
www.google.com.au 

 

Click on “iGoogle”  

(sometimes there’s a box on 
the top in the top right corner 
than, so drag this aside or 
close it) 

 

Click on “Get Started”  

- or it might say “Make it your 
own” 

 

 

                                           
1 Here it is in HAL code: bnftmt@cmphtqpu.dpn in case you can’t rememember. 
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This is the catalogue of 
“gadgets” (i.e. things) that will 
appear on your iGoogle 
homepage. 

Make sure Gmail is ticked, tick 
those you want and untick 
those you don’t want. We also 
need a couple more not here, 
so then click on “The entire 
collection.” 

 

If you browse there are 1,000s 
of gadgets; but before you go 
through them, enter “google 
reader” in the box and click on 
“Search Homepage Content”… 

 

Click on “Add it now”… 

 

and then do the same with 
google groups. 

 

You can then add more 
gadgets or go “<< Back to 
homepage”. 
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Sign in with your Google 
account. On your computer at 
home, tick “Remember me on 
this computer”. At work unless 
you are the only one who uses 
a computer, leave it unticked, 
otherwise everyone will read 
your email. 

 

Back on your homepage it’ll 
look different, just do one thing 
for me. 

Go to the “Google Reader” 
gadget and click on the title… 

 

When you get to the next page, 
click on “Add subscription”… 

 
and write 
http://amesls.blogspot.com 

in the box and click “Add”. 

Now every time you go to your 
homepage, it’ll tellyou in there 
are new blog entries.  

(you can also add any other 
blog {maybe the staff blog}, 
news sites and any site that 

has these icons on it.)   

 
You can move the gadgets 
around by dragging on them. 
Delete by clicking on the “X”. 

The Google homepage will follow you around if you sign in 
on any computer. Add a “theme” to make it look pretty.  
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How to make a page your home page 

First go to the page you want to make 
your homepage (hopefully iGoogle). 

Click on “Tools”, which should be along 
the top somewhere. 

(if, like me, you have IE7, it’s on the 
right) 

 

Click on Internet Options 

 

Click current 

 

and OK. 

 

Done! 
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Video 

As you all know, video killed the radio star…(see here: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZvvCupfpric),  

we just hope it doesn’t kill the ESL teacher; but … 

 

The most well known site for user videos is YouTube, http://www.youtube.com/  

Open it up: 

Here are some basic controls while you view: 

(Unless you’ve got a megafast internet connection. It is always best to go and do something 
else while the red line continues its journey otherwise it’ll stop in the middle). 

 

and here are some of the ESL videos I found. 

·  Animal video… 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yZV3kkNHimg  

·  Essay writing 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SaCxigjUJ7Q  

·  Singing in class 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tC7dRSWB5Zo  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hLXxX_fG4Eo  

·  Correct my presentation 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w5dQghrcj1c  

·  Party (probably a Photostory) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DqsQVLu4xoU  

·  Using songs in ESL classrooms 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m24RcOXGjAk * 

·  Students give speeches and then you can let them view a million times * 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=URSE0YsV6KY  

·  Talking on the telephone 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pJEOW37y0mk  * 

·  Tongue twisters 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hTM6DlqVte8  

·  Handwriting 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qDGJ10hysu8  

·  Live interviews Real English MPG 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3rSO57sEJpw ** 
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Your own searching .  

Off you go on a search of your own. If you can’t find what you are looking for, then that’s 
one idea for a video of your own 
(haha). Searching is easy but for those 
who want: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I can’t promise you’ll find 
what you want but we can 
try…. 

 

Other places with videos that could be useful for your teaching 

1. http://www.videojug.com/ 

2. http://www.real-english.com/reo/index.html 

3. http://cla.univ-fcomte.fr/english/sites/video.htm 

4. http://www.ugoeigo.com/ 

5. http://eslvideo.com/ 

 

Other video hosting sites (I am sure there are hundreds more) 

1. http://www.ustream.tv/ (I looked on here but couldn’t find much!) 

2. http://www.ifilm.com/ 

3. http://www.metacafe.com/ 

4. http://soapbox.msn.com/ (You need an MSN account for this one). 


