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ITubeYouTube , AMES West Coast TAFE LearnScope 2007  Project Plan 
 
AMES West Coast Learnscope projects have previously concentrated on developing the 
professional skills of staff working in Perth. Country lecturers working for AMES do not have the 
same in-house access to Professional Development activities as those working in a large centre 
in the Metro area. How can we enable their participation in Professional Development through e-
learning? Digital photography has revolutionised the way people take photos and make movies. 
“YouTube” and other video hosts have revolutionised the way people view movies. The project 
will focus on how we can exploit this new resource to assist TAFE lecturers who teach English as 
a Second Language (ESL), in particular those who live in rural and remote areas and do not have 
the access to the resources that city lecturers and students do. There are therefore three aspects 
of the focus: 

a) for the AMES PD section  to learn and to trial the use of “Elluminate” ( and other 
communication and networking software) to deliver PD at a distance 

b) for AMES lecturers to learn how to use video sites and develop video resources for ESL 
access 

c) for AMES students to access these video resources. 
 

The project will set out to develop the following skills: 
 
a) AMES PD 
Main targets Optional targets 
Use “Elluminate” to deliver PD successfully 
Communicate through social networking 
software 
Research video sites 
Develop / adapt  materials for delivering video 
access, digital stories, video production, video 
editing / enhancement and upload 

Research other online social networking 
software 
 

 
b) AMES lecturers 
Main targets Optional targets 
Use Elluminate to receive PD 
Communicate through social networking 
software 
Search for ideas and inspiration on “YouTube” 
and other video host sites  
Create Photostory movies for learning 
Create a “YouTube” or other account 
Upload movies onto “YouTube” or other sites  
Copy and export “YouTube” addresses. 
 

Make teaching movies with a digital camera 
Subtitle movies 
Upload digital movies onto a computer 
Edit digital movies  
Create and record dialogues 
Dub soundtrack onto digital movies 
Record songs 
 

 
c) AMES Students 
Main targets Optional targets 
Access, view and evaluate teacher-produced 
video resources 

 

  
The project will be spread out over 20 weeks with fortnightly sessions from May to October. This 
will allow time to practise skills and produce student learning materials. 
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TEAM ACTION LEARNING PLAN :  
 

Learning Activities 

Completion of skills audit by team 
Introduction, demonstration and initial guided practice in skills.  
Presentation through hands-on learning in formal computer lab environment first session(s) F2F for 
all.  
Other sessions : 
Presentation through online classroom (Elluminate) 
Online networking (GTalk, Skype) 
“How to” sessions may be filmed and transmitted through internet.  
Individual practice and development of skills and knowledge 
Discussion, advice and reflection at fortnightly sessions within an action-learning framework. 
Ongoing sharing of experiences and developments in knowledge in informal group sessions; through 
bulletin boards and blogs. 
Mentoring and coaching sessions face to face, VOIP, DTVC, chat as required 
Application of new knowledge and skills by interaction with students 
Discussion, advice and reflection at weekly sessions within an action-learning framework 

Viewing and appraisal of others’ works at a final “show & tell” session. 

 

 

PROJECT TIMELINES (content may change)  

 

1 Hold introductory session(s) in Perth (and Albany) Beginning June 
2 Accessing YouTube and other video sites; Finding ESL sites; tweaking video 
sites with “mojiti”, “dotSUB” 

Week of 11th June  

3 Digital stories with Photostory3  25th June 
 4 Creating a YouTube account and uploading digital stories; exporting 
YouTube addresses 

 23rd July 

5 Consolidation and review   13th August 
 6 Using a digital camera to take movies; uploading the movies onto the 
computer 

 27th August 

 7 Editing and saving movies with MS MovieMaker  10th September 
 8 Enhancing movies with MS MovieMaker; Recording dialogues and adding 
them to your video 

 24th September 

 9 Exploiting your video  15th October 
 10 Review and Show & Tell Session ( 1 representative from the country). 29th October  
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Introductory session 

Great Southern TAFE, Albany, June 1st 2007  

AMES Computer Lab 2, Level 1, 16 Victoria Avenue, Perth; June 8th 2007 

Themes that may be covered 

·  Use “Elluminate” 

·  Open a Gmail account 

·  Download and use Google Talk 

·  (Download and use Skype) 

·  Access YouTube 

·  Search for ESL movies 

·  (Create digital stories with “Photostory 3”) 

How are we going to learn? 

This is all experimentation for me, but I hope to present the materials through the online 
classroom “Elluminate”,  although back up materials may be in printed form. In all online 
conferencing systems, there are problems, especially with the sound for listening and 
recording, so we have to have some back ups to be able to chat – and no, we’re not going 
to use the telephone. 

There are a number of “messenger” services, which allow online communication. Hopefully, 
“Elluminate” will work okay but as a back up and for regular communication and trouble-
shooting at any time in the week,  I would like to use “GoogleTalk” which allows simple text-
chat communication as well as voice mail message and online voice chat. To do this we will 
first have to set up a Gmail account. While we are there we might as well set up an iGoogle 
page, which will enhance your homepage as well as allowing you to be notified of blog 
entries without having to look every day! (On second thoughts, we’ll do this later.) 

I also think it would be useful for you to be able to Skype, which also allows voice and text 
chat as well as video and can also be used to call phones around the world at very 
competitive rates. However, there are bandwidth issues with Skype and you are advised not 
to use it on work computers.  

Finally, we will be having a quick look at our common communication tool, our blog. Don’t 
worry, you don’t need to know what a blog is, although some of you do! 

Once the communication software is clear, we will proceed to the content. Dependent on 
time remaining we will cover: 

Either: Find ESL video resources on the Web 

·  Go to YouTube and other video-hosting sites 

·  Examine existing ESL and Literacy videos and how they are used 

·  Discuss ideas for creating own videos 

·  Search for other videos that could be useful. 

Or: Create a digital story.* 

Finally, we have to decide on a time for the other sessions. You can do it at home if you like 
and use the communication software we have learnt about. If you have any questions at 
any time, please contact me per GoogleTalk or Skype at any time or place and if you have 
a point that is of interest to all the group, or just one to ramble and complain, please post it 
on the blog. 

1) Off we go with Elluminate. 
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2) Setting up a Google account 

A Google account is a very useful thing to have and in this project we will be using it for at 
least  three things: 

·  Get a Gmail account (why? I already have a work and a home email address – yes, 
but Gmail makes life much simpler as it is the username for the below and can be 
put onto your iGoogle homepage (see below)). 

·  Get blogger access. (Why? – you will be able to post messages, thoughts and 
laments onto a public reading space.) 

·  Get a GoogleTalk account – this is an instant messaging system where we can text-
chat, talk and send files to anyone when they’re online. Why not use the telephone? 
well you can but Google talk is non-intrusive and you can answer when you want. 

·  It is also a good idea to get an iGoogle homepage which will allow you to see if you 
have any mail, see if anybody has written on the blog and see a host of other things 
without leaving your homepage. 

 

 

Let’s start with Gmail. 

Go to www.google.com.au 
or www.ggogle.com and 
click on more 

 

Click on Gmail 

 

then on “Sign up for Gmail” 
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Fill in all the info  

Write your Login name 
here: 

 

Write your password here: 

 

Uncheck the first box if it’s 
a public computer, but 
leave if you’re at home. 

Don’t worry about the other 
check box. 

 

Keep going. Fill it all in. 

 

and click “I accept…” 

 

And you Gmail account has 
been created. 
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GoogleTalk 

Go to the Google homepage, then 
“more” and then Talk. 

 

(IM = Instant Messaging)  

 

Click on “Download Google Talk”, 
follow the prompts and it will install 
itself. 

 

If it’s working, you’ll see a little M down 
on the task bar at bottom right. Click 
on it and you should see the Gtalk 
window 

 

Invite your friends and change details 
with “Settings”.  

 

If a friend is green, click on them to talk 
or chat. 
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Blogger 

After every session it would be good if you could jot down a few thoughts and post them on 
the blog. You can also put up photos and even videos when you make them for all the team 
to see. 

Give me your Gmail address and I will invite you to put up posts. 
 

Open your Gmail (go to Google > More > Gmail) 
and you should see this email. 

 

Click on the web address 

 

and you should see this.  

 

Put in your password and click. 

You see the “Dashboard”, the “home page” of 
your blog setup. 

To put up a post, click on “New Post” 
 

 

Write the title of the post in the little box 
and write what you want underneath. 
Click on “Publish”. 
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Click on “View Blog” to ….. 

or the others to … 

Adding pictures 

 

To add a picture, go back to your 
Post page and click on this little 
icon.   

 

You should see this. 

 

Click on “Browse”  

 

and choose your picture… 

 
and then upload it to the blog 
server. 

 

Click “Done” and it should now be 
seen in your composing box.  

If this is a new post, write a few 
comments next to it and click on 
publish. 
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If you “view” it, you will now see 
both text and images on the Web.  

 

When you want to put a post up 
another time, go to 
www.blogger.com , fill in your login 
name (your e-mail) and password. 

 

Up should come the “Dashboard” 
with a list of your blogs.  

Click “New Post” (underlined in 
blue) to add a post. 

If you want to edit old posts, click on 
“Manage: Posts” 

 

You go to this page (or similar) and 
then you can edit previous pages or 
“create a new post” as before. 

 

Other 

 

(If you want to add your photo or edit 
your profile {name and description}, go 
to this box on the right) on the 
Dashboard.. 

 
And there’s a lot more another time. 
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3) Setting up Skype (optional) 

Skype is another 
way to 
communicate on 
the Web and you 
can also call real 
phones with it. You 
will need a 
microphone and 
speakers or a 
headset with both. 
Personally I prefer 
speakers but it 
does tend to echo 
a bit. Now I’m not 
spending hours 

writing instructions when they’re all here on the Web: 

http://www.skype.com/help/guides/  

As a start, you will need to click on the left column from “Getting Started” up  

to “make a Skype Call”. 

(Also important will be “Chat & Group chat” in the second column.) 

Try this and just follow the prompts.  

If one window blocks the other one, you can “Restore” the instructions page, make it 
smaller and then drag it out of the way. How to? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and then in the bottom right 
hand, drag the window to the 
shape you want . 

To move it around  the screen, 
drag it around with the blue title 
bar at the top. 
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Content Session 1 

Video 

As you all know, video killed the radio star…(see here: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZvvCupfpric), we just hope it doesn’t kill the ESL teacher; 
but … 

The most well known site for user videos is YouTube, http://www.youtube.com/  

Here are some basic controls while you view: 

(Unless you’ve got a megafast internet connection. It is always best to go and do something 
else while the red line continues its journey otherwise it’ll stop in the middle). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and here are some of the ESL videos I found. 

·  Animal video… 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yZV3kkNHimg  

·  Essay writing 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SaCxigjUJ7Q  

·  Singing in class 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tC7dRSWB5Zo  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hLXxX_fG4Eo  

·  Correct my presentation 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w5dQghrcj1c  

·  Party (probably a Photostory) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DqsQVLu4xoU  

·  Using songs in ESL classrooms 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m24RcOXGjAk * 

·  Students give speeches and then you can let them view a million times * 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=URSE0YsV6KY  

·  Talking on the telephone 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pJEOW37y0mk  * 

·  Tongue twisters 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hTM6DlqVte8  

·  Handwriting 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qDGJ10hysu8  

·  Live interviews Real English MPG 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3rSO57sEJpw ** 
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Your own searching .  

Off you go on a search of your own. If you can’t find what you are looking for, then that’s 
one idea for a video of your own (haha)/. Searching is easy but for those who want: 

 

 

 

 

I can’t promise you’ll find what you want but we can try…. 

 

 

Other places with videos that could be useful for your teaching 

1. http://www.videojug.com/ 

2. http://www.real-english.com/reo/index.html 

3. http://cla.univ-fcomte.fr/english/sites/video.htm 

4. http://www.ugoeigo.com/ 

5. http://eslvideo.com/ 

 

Other video hosting sites (I am sure there are hundreds more) 

1. http://www.ustream.tv/ (I looked on here but couldn’t find much!) 

2. http://www.ifilm.com/ 

3. http://www.metacafe.com/ 

4. http://soapbox.msn.com/ (You need an MSN account for this one). 
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This is an i-Google homepage. I hope to go through these in the next weeks. They are so 
useful. See what Sue Waters of Challenger has to say about it:  

http://aquaculturepda.edublogs.org/2007/04/19/google-personalized-home-page/ and  

http://aquaculturepda.edublogs.org/2007/05/02/i-google-igoogle-im-not-happy/  

  
 


